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PREFACE, 


Ir is no leſs remarkable, than true, 
| that Short-Hand writing—though ac- 


knowledged to be one of the moſt 
Luſcful, as well as one of the moſt gen- 
teel branches of learning—ſhould be 
the leaſt known. There are certainly 
many arguments that may be brought 
forward to explain the reaſon of it; 
but none appear to me fo ſtriking, as 
the great length to which writers on 
the ſubject generally extend their trea- 
tiles; which, when a perſon takes in 
his hand, with a view of learning, 
ſerve only to perplex him, and the 


farther he gets into them, the more 


B22 


he is puzzled. He, thereſore, very 


naturally, lays them down, deſpairing 


of ever being able to make himſelf 
maſter of ſo complicated an art. 


This objection I have endeavoured 
to obviate, as much as poſſible, in the 
following Work, by making uſe only 


of ſuch characters and words as are 
abſolutely neceſſary ; and leaving out 
all the ſuperfluous ones, which tend 
rather to perplex than to inſtruct the 


learner, 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


Ir would ill become the Author of the fol- 
lowing pages, to ſay much in favour of his 
Work; or if it did, would it be requiſite.— 
The wonderful rapidity with which the two 
former editions have gone off, can only be 
cqualled by the liberality of thoſe celebrated 


tend udges of literature, who have pronouncd it 


X the 


DVER 


to be the beſt they have ever ſeen “. 


The utility of Short-Hand is too obvious 
to need any comment; the ſpeeches of a 
Chatham, a Fox, or an Erſkine, the obſer- 
vations of a Johnſon, and ſome of the moſt 
celebrated trials, muſt have been for ever 


ſunk in oblivion, had not Short-Hand writ- 


ng been brought into practice. 


* See Engliſh Review, October, 1795- 
3 B 3 Convinced, 


1 


Convinced, therefore, oſ the uſe to which 
this elegant art may be applied, no intelli- 
gent perſon ſhould neglect to acquire fo 
ufeful an accompliſhment 3; which, by this 
treatiſe, may be attained in one hour, 


The conveniency of the ſize (which ſuits 
even a Lady's Pocket Book) and the ele- 
gant manner in which it is printed and 
embelliſhed, renders it at once a moſt_beau- 
tiful and uſeful companion for the pocket, 
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Tun firſt things neceſſary for a perſon 
learning Short-Hand to know, are the fol- 
lowing rules, which he muſt make himſelf 
thoroughly acquainted with, before he pro- 
ceeds any farther, 


& NEV I. Be 


1 


I. Be very particular with regard to the 
ſound of words, and make uſe only of ſuch 
letters as will moſt readily and certainly ex- 
preſs them, without regarding in che leaſt the 
ſpelling. 


II. Every word muſt be finiſhed before the | 
pen is taken off, otherwiſe the characters will | 
be ſo blended as not to be legible, even to | 
the writer himſelf, 


III. There is no occaſion for expreſling any 
vowels, excepting ſuch whoſe fullneſs of ſound 
is neceſſary to compleat the ſentence. 


IV. The true poſitions of the characters 
muſt, in all caſes, be carefully . retained ; 
otherwiſe errors will inevitably happen, even 
to the profeſſed writer, 
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It will be next requiſite to learn the fol. 
lowing | 


OBSERVATIONS ox THz CHARACTERS. | 


A. may in moſt caſes be left out, as it 
generally ſerves only to make the letter to 
which it is joined ſound broader; as for ex- 
ample, David may be wrote Dvd, which is 
only ſounding the D broad, like da, inftead 
of dee, 


B. may likewiſe be omitted in all words 
ending with ; example, lamb, may be 
wrote In: likewiſe dumb, may be wrote am; 
without injuring, in the leaſt, the ſound or 
ſenſe of either, 


E.* may be left- out of all words, except 
ſuch where its fullneſs of ſound is neceſſary 
to compleat the ſentence, ſuch as even, each, 
&C. 

The letters omitted, need no explanation. 


F. and 


| ſ 10 ? 
F. and J. being ſo much alike in ſound 


that in mc? caſes one may be wrote for the 
other, eſpecially if more convenient. 


G. may always be omitted when placed be 
fore ; example, gnat may be wrote ut, &c. 


Ph, when they ſound like F, may be wrote 


| with that character. 


The CONTRACTIONS have been made ad 

| plain and eaſy as they can well admit. The: 
manner by which they are to be underſtood 15 
the following : 


I. For above, write a common a, and draw 
a ſingle line under it, which will then make 
it above the line. See letter the firſt in the con- 
traction. 


II. For arcund, or about, write a common 
a; and inſtead of finiſhing it as uſual, tur 
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the line quite round it. See letter the ſecond, 
45 above. ' 


N. B. The ſame rule will ſerve for all the 
'thers, adverbs excepted, which are diſtin- 
guiſhed by two lines being drawn, where one 
s uſed for the others. 

There is no occaſion for any farther ex- 
planation, as they are laid down ſo very 
plain, that they cannot eaſily be miſunder- 
ood, 

Cor the terminations, ing and ings, uſe a 
nark thus .; in the ſingalar, at the end; and 
n the plural, at the bottom of the laſt 
etter. For the terminations tion and for, uſe 
mark thus: at the ed of the laſt letter; 
ind for tons and frons, ule it under the laſt let- 
cr, thus 


The uſe of the large table is to explain the 
anner by which the characters are joined; 


and 


H on: ) 


and it is ſo conſtructed, as to ſhew at one 
view, any two characters, which the learner 
may be at a loſs how to gain. 

| 


It will be unneceſſary to learn it before hel 

has made himſelf thorougly acquainted with 
the other articles, as he will then be enabled] 
to attain it much ſooner than he otherwile| 
poſſibly could do. 
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